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January 21, 2011

Press Release

Looking for Images of the Past


The Kettle Moraine State Forest is celebrating its 75th anniversary in 2011.  The forest had a humble beginning in 1936 with a donation of 800 acres located around Moon Lake (now Mauthe Lake in the Northern Unit) from the Izaak Walton League.  Today the Kettle Moraine State Forest consists of more than 60,000 acres in five units stretching for about 125 from Glenbeulah in the north to Whitewater Lake in the south.  The forest was established to protect the area’s unique Ice Age landforms, especially the interlobate moraine, and the headwaters of the Milwaukee River, and to create a large public land area for the growing population of Milwaukee.  Today more than a million visitors enjoy the wonders of the entire Kettle Moraine.


To celebrate this special anniversary, we want to create a DVD and display of the forest’s history.  We are currently looking for photographs to help tell the Kettle Moraine’s story from 1936 through today.  Of particular interest would be images of:


Dedications of new facilities (campgrounds, towers, buildings, etc.)


People enjoying the forest through the decades


Scenes of the forest in all the seasons and throughout the years


Special employees and volunteers who worked in the Kettle Moraine


The images can either be digital, slides or photographs.  Non-digital images will be scanned and originals will be returned to the owners.  Please provide any information about the image such as date taken, location, event, and names of people in the photo.  Credit will be given to the photographer if known.


A second project we are working on is an interpretive sign explaining the settlement history of the Jersey Flats and the village of New Prospect.  For this project we need old photos or drawings depicting that area from the late 1800’s to the early 1900’s.  Images could be of the old mill, the general story, old farmsteads and any of the settlers or their children.  The sign will be placed along the Lake to Lake Bike Trail in the Jersey Flats near New Prospect.


Please submit your pictures by February 18 to Jackie Scharfenberg, Forest Naturalist, at the Ice Age Visitor Center (located half mile west of Dundee).  The mailing address is Kettle Moraine State Forest – Northern Unit, N1765 Hwy G, Campbellsport, WI  53010.  If you would like your pictures returned, please enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope.  If you have any questions, contact Jackie at (920) 533-8322 or via email at jackie.scharfenberg@wisonsin.gov.  Thank you for helping us tell the Kettle Moraine’s fascinating story.
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