
Garden and Green Gift Ideas for Larry Meiller’s “Garden Talk” Show, Dec 11, 2015 Produced by Cheyenne Lentz
  
Prepared by the Newenhouse sisters: 
Dr. Astrid Newenhouse (Senior Scientist in the Environmental Resources Center and the Department of Biological Systems Engineering) and Dr. Sonya Newenhouse (President of NewenHouse LLC)

Look for these gifts at your local garden center or hardware store. If not available, check the mail order companies listed. Source is listed for items that are difficult to find locally.
Gifts Under $10

WI Rock Kit, $3.50, set of 5 rocks, trading cards, and info. WI Geological and Natural History Survey
Maple syrup tapping spile ”Tap My Tree” spile and hook $6 Sears.com 
Key Keep, elegant lawn art animals that hide housekeys $7-$10, www.MadisonGreenhouseStore.com
Plant Sacks made of durable fabric from recycled plastic bottles www.MadisonGreenhouseStore.com or www.RootPouch.com $1.25-$5.25
Atlas opti grip gloves, $6, Gardener’s Edge
Rock Card postcard set, $1.00/4 cards WI Geological and Natural History Survey
Colored glass plant mister (small) $9.50 www.MadisonGreenhouseStore.com
Silicone reusable bowl covers, different sizes 

Non-stick mini donut cakepan for baking healthier donuts

Poster calendar of Wisconsin’s Waters (Dawn on the WI River scene) with historic map of driftless region $7.50 WI Geological and Natural History Survey
Mason Jar/Ball Jar Accessories: such as mason jar drinking lids, stainless steel straws, herb shaker lids, portable drinking mug lids, pour over coffee kit, colorful canning lids, lunch kit accessories, etc. Check out Jarcessories from www.EcoJarz.com. Also Cuppow http://cuppow.com/, and Ball Fresh Preserving Store, www.freshpreservingstore.com
Q Knot Reusable Cable ties made of rubber for staking tomatoes or trellis $4-10 for a package, hardware stores, or Home Depot, the Container Store

Topographic map of any location in Wisconsin $8,  WI Geological and Natural History Survey
Speedy Sharp pocket tool sharpener $12 Valley Oak Tool Company
Twine gift pack, 8 colorful spools of jute twine $9.95 Gardeners Supply
Nail brush, all different types including whimsical or kitchy
“Pesticide free zone” sign for lawn or yard, Beyond Pesticides, www.beyondpesticides.org
Amaryllis bulb in a pot or tulip, hyacinth, and narcissus bulbs for indoors

Organic seeds such as from Fedco Seeds Coop, Seed Savers Exchange, Johnnys
Nice garden gloves, nitrile, flexible, or cushioned, or fit to women (see Womanswork) 
Winter work gloves, insulated with latex grip coating. $8.95 Gardeners Supply
Reusable cloth sandwich, snack and produce bags $6-9, Made by Generation Me in Janesville WI
Gift Ideas $10-25

Garden Balm $10 made by Good Earth Soap in Kewaunee WI 

Clothespins (made in USA from Michigan ash) www.AllAmericanClothespins.com (586) 477-0295 

Organic mini mushroom farm by Back to the Roots $19.99 Ace Hardware and others 

Silicone oven mitt $15-$20 also a Star Wars Darth Vader style from www.ThinkGeek.com
Seed starting soil by Organic Mechanics $12.95 (no peat) www.madisongreenhousestore.com
Round plant trays, elegant $10-$20 for indoor plants www.Gardeners.com
Peace Sign dish planter $25 for indoor plants www.Gardeners.com
Elevated dog dish stand made in USA from sustainable wood www.ofto.us. 

Aluminum clipboard with low profile clip ~$15, office supply stores

LED solar light adaptor for Mason canning jars $10.53 Colonial Tin Works

Wisconsin Wildlife Phenology Calendars $13.75 http://learningstore.uwex.edu/
WI made glazed pottery planter pots and saucers $18+ Infinite Dream Studio Madison Greenhouse Store

Butter churner to make ¼ lb of butter, by Kilner, $40, Gardeners Supply
Mechanical water timer for faucet, single or dual, hardware store, Gardeners Supply
Downspout diverter for rainbarrel $20 Gardener’s Edge 

Quick tool sharpener, ‘Corona’ pocket sized for pruners, shears, blades. $9.95 Gardeners Edge

3-D Wisconsin topographic wall map with 3D glasses. $20. WI Geological and Natural History Survey 

White floating row cover fabric for veggies, local garden center or garden catalog

Floral spade for working in flower beds $16 GardenersEdge 

Good quality hand tools such as DeWit cultivator (Dutch made) or Cape Cod Weeder

Folding pruning saw, also for camping, Fiskars, $15 

Hip holster for tools, phone, $19 WomansWork tools

Soji Solar Lantern, white 10’ round $21.99, Real Goods www.realgoods.com
Bare root trees, fruits, perennials (buy locally in early spring) or check Fedco Coop 
Raised bed corner brackets (metal) Lee Valley or Gardeners Supply
Orchard Mason bee nests for pollination, several places including Garden Supply, Lee Valley

Hummingbird feeders, all kinds, local hardware or garden supply
Soaking Salts and Body Care products, $10-25 Trillium Organics, made in WI

Cherry-It Pitter, pits 4 cherries at once $15, Bed Bath and Beyond www.bedbathandbeyond.com
Stainless steel compost pail for kitchen counter $19.95-23.50 Lee Valley 
WI shaped hardwood cutting board $16, WI Historical Society

Organic maple syrup, sugar, maple cream or candy $5-45, Maple Valley Coop www.maplevalley.coop
Gift Ideas $25-50
WI State Park Sticker $28 for state residents, $38 out of state

WI State Trail Pass $25 

Step and twist hand tiller, different brands with a foot plate to push tines into soil: $21 Fiskars, $28 Yard Butler TNT, $35 Twist Tiller 
Nesting Box (hanging wooden box full of wool) by Timber Ridge $35 Madison Greenhouse Store
Easy-Up plant stand for indoor plants, stores flat $50. Gardeners Supply
DIY Shitake mushroom log $33 Gardeners Supply, also check Field & Forest Products in Peshtigo WI
Gardeners Hollow Leg $30 fabric tube hangs from belt to hold prunings, weeds, Gardeners Edge
Set of reusable glass drinking straws ~$28 Strawesome http://www.strawesome.com/
WI Rock Collectors Kit, $35, includes 15 rocks & minerals. WI Geological and Natural History Survey
Food and Gifts from ‘Wisconsin Made’ and ‘Something Special’ Products (more than 50% of the product comes from Wisconsin or is processed in Wisconsin) such as Mushroom Lovers Gift Box $22.05; Pickled Herring Sampler $27.95, Cedar Grove Cheese Gift Baskets Organic Delight $39.95, Sweet Home River Valley, cheese, Potters Crackers. 

Dried Cherries (chocolate covered too!) Gift Boxes from Door County $18-$39 www.countryovans.com
Foley food mill $35-$45, Lehmans, 

CobraHead weeder made in WI $25 

Pruners with ‘power gear’ $36, Fiskars, endorsed by Arthritis Foundation; GardenersEdge 

Power bulb planter to put on drill, $30, many garden supply stores
Drip irrigation kit, hardware stores, garden centers, Johnny’s Selected Seeds, Gardeners Supply 
Garden rocker seat $49, Gardeners Edge, Gardeners Supply
Solar powered lights as accents or along walkways, some change color
Upright dandelion weeding tools such as Speedy Weedy, Weed Hound, Grandpa’s Weeder
Gift Ideas $50-100

Nut Wizard rolling basket on a long handle to pick up walnuts, apples etc. $54 (888) 321-9445 Seeds and Such, also Gardeners Edge 
Fresh Cab botanical rodent repellent for stored vehicles 12 pouches for $59 www.earthkind.com
Aquaponic Water Garden; a self cleaning fish tank that grows food $59  Madison Greenhouse Store
Portable solar cell phone charger, many options. Look up reviews online. $25-$150

Earth Box self contained planter system $62, http://store.earthbox.com (800) 821-8838
Flame weeder, Gardener’s Edge, Gardener’s Supply

Home canning kit (black canner pot, jars, funnel and more), $59.95  Lehmans

Food dehydrator, local housewares stores, or hardware stores, or camping stores
Outdoor Furniture Covers, $39.95-$100, Plow and Hearth 
Garden scoot on wheels with tractor seat Gardener’s Supply or Gardener’s Edge 

Nylon hammock, $60 and up, available at camping and sporting goods stores

Organically grown Christmas trees from Whose Organics in Sauk City http://whoseorganics.com
Gift Ideas $100 +

Shade-Logic Quick Clamp Canopy for a picnic table, $99. www.Kotulas.com (800) 931-3999.

Broadfork cultivation tool, $180 Valley Oak Tool or Johnnys Selected Seeds 

Assorted laundry lines from Breeze Dryer www.breezedryer.com
Worx Leaf Mulcher (string trimmer cord chops leaves for mulch). www.Kotulas.com (800) 931-3999.

Wheel Hoe ~$280-$350 Valley Oak Tool or Johnnys Selected Seeds 

Beekeeping starter kit, $220, www.mannlakeltd.com (800) 880-7694

Electric (battery) hedge trimmer, string trimmer, pole saw; Gardeners Edge 

Mehu-Liisa Steamer Juicer from Finland, Amazon and also Lee Valley
Electric lawn mower or manual push reel mower, see your local hardware store 
Standing raised bed garden, Gardeners Supply
Rain barrels $119 – $299 many places including Gardeners Supply, Clean Air Gardening 

Scythe tool for cutting grass by hand ~$200 www.scythesupply.com, see video
Metal Fire Ring (Northwoods Wildlife or Moonlight Gathering style), see ‘Wisconsin Made’ 
Chicken coop, many places including Clean Air Gardening 

Guides, Books and Magazines 

Soil Sisters, a Toolkit For Women Farmers, by Lisa Kivirist, $19, http://innserendipity.com 

Homemade For Sale:Set up a food business, John Ivanko & Lisa Kivirist $15 http://innserendipity.com
Grow a Little Fruit Tree by Ann Ralph $14, Storey Publishing
Super Easy Food Preserving by Megan Cain www.creativevegetablegardener.com $12-$25 (e or paper)
DIY Wood Pallet Projects by Karah Bunde $13.95
Meals in a Jar: Quick and Easy Just Add Water Homemade Recipes by Julie Languille $10

Medicinal Herbs: a Beginners Guide by Rosemary Gladstar, $10
Geology of the Ice Age National Scenic Trail $35. WI Geological & Natural History Survey
Roadside Geology of WI $20 WI Geological & Natural History Survey
Seventh Generation Earth Ethics: Native Voices of WI. P. Loew, $22.95 www.wisconsinhistory.org
Wildly Affordable Organic, Eat Fabulous Food, Get Healthy and Save the Planet All on $5 a Day or Less by Linda Watson, $17 Founder of Cook For Good www.cookforgood.com
Everyday Fermentation Handbook by Branden Byers, $16, fermentationhandbook.com 

Fermented Vegetables by Kirsten and Christopher Shockey, $24.96
Farm Fresh and Fast, FairShare CSA Coalition cookbook $25 www.csacoalition.org
Landscaping with Native Plants of Wisconsin, Lynn M. Steiner $24.95 Voyageur Press 

All New Square Foot Gardening by Mel Batholomew $25 www.squarefootgardening.com
Set of “Growing Fresh Market Vegetables in WI” series of UW Extension publications

Magazines
Mother Earth News (guide to leading a more sustainable life) www.motherearthnews.com $10/yr

Mother Earth Living (green lifestyle and design) www.motherearthliving.com $14.95/yr

Mary Jane’s Farm (simple solutions for every day organic) www.maryjanesfarm.org 19.95/yr
Rodales Organic Life (food, home, garden and wellbeing) www.rodaleorganiclife.com $15/yr
Growing for Market (for small scale farmers) www.growingformarket.com $36/yr
Home Made Gifts

Make your own maple syrup tapping kit with a 7/16 drill bit, spile, clear tubing and ice cream pail. 

Take a cutting of rosemary and put it in a small pretty vase so recipient can enjoy during winter and plant in spring. 
Fingerless mittens: Take old wool socks (handknit treasures). Cut a small hole in the heel and cut off the toe. Sew blanket stitch around openings, wash in hot water to tighten the knit and make them warmer. 
Cold Press Flavored Simple syrup for drinks. 

Use Pinterest to get ideas for home made gifts such as these: stakes, stools, twig trellises, garden record books, jam, potpourri, wreaths, soap, tinctures, note cards, bird treats, ornaments. Try searching for Gardening Gift Ideas, DIY Garden Gift Ideas, or Home made Garden Gift Ideas. 
The Gift of Time 
Certificates for services such as snow shoveling, tool sharpening, raking, visits to botanic gardens (even in winter), hauling mulch or compost, building a raised bed or trellis, preparing a garden bed, or giving a massage to the gardener.
Gift of Classes
Wisconsin Master Gardener Program, 36 hrs training, cost varies $100-$250, wimastergardener.org
WI Master Food Preserver classes, (3 day workshop), check with your county UW Extension Office.

Wisconsin Master Naturalist Program, 40 hrs hands-on training, field trips, $250. Become certified and volunteer in environmental education, citizen science, stewardship. www.wimasternaturalist.org
WI Schools for Beginning Market Farming, Dairy Farming, Apple Growing, Grape Growing, or Flower Growing www.cias.wisc.edu
Driftless Folk School www.driftlessfolkschool.com (888) 587-6540, ½ day and full day classes in Viroqua, La Farge and Gays Mills, January-May 2015 $45-75
Sources

· Cedar Grove Cheese www.cedargrovecheese.com (800) 200-6029

· Clean Air Gardening www.cleanairgardening.com (888) 439-9101
· Cobrahead Weeder www.cobrahead.com  (866) 962-6272

· Community Car, http://www.communitycar.com/, 608-204-0000
· Fedco Seeds, (also plants and trees) www.fedcoseeds.com, Waterville, Maine

· Field and Forest Products www.fieldforest.net, (800) 792-6220

· Gardens Alive!, Lawrenceburg, IN www.gardensalive.com (812) 537-8650

· Gardeners Edge, Piqua OH www.Gardenersedge.com (888) 556-5676

· Gardeners Supply, Burlington, VT www.gardeners.com (800) 427-3363

· Gemplers www.gemplers.com (800) 382-8473

· Herrington www.herringtoncatalog.com (800) 622-5221

· Johnny’s Selected Seeds www.Johnnyseeds.com (877) 564-6697

· Jungs, www.jungseed.com (800) 247-5864

· Lee Valley, Ogdensburg, NY (a Canadian company) www.leevalley.com (800) 871-8159
· Lehmans www.lehmans.com (888) 438-5346
· Madison Greenhouse Store www.madisongreenhousestore.com 
· Maple Valley Coop maple products, Cashton, WI, www.maplevalley.coop, (800) 760-1449 

· Organge Tree Imports www.organgetree.com 

· Plow & Hearth www.plowandhearth.com (800) 627-1712

· Real Goods Catalog www.realgoods.com (800) 919-2400

· Seed Savers Exchange, www.seedsavers.org (563) 382-5990

· UW Extension Publications: from your WI County Extension Office or www.learningstore.uwex.edu (877) 947-7827 

· Valley Oak Tool www.valleyoaktool.com

· Vermont Country Store www.vermontcountrystore.com (802) 362-8460

· WI Geological and Natural History Survey http://wgnhs.org/holiday-gift-guide-2015/
· WI Historical Society http://shop.wisconsinhistory.org/productcart/pc/home.asp
· Wind and Weather, http://www.windandweather.com/ , 877-255-3700

· Wisconsin Made www.wisconsinmade.com

· Womanswork, Garden products designed for women www.Womanswork.com, 800-639-2709

Contact Information

Astrid Newenhouse astridn@wisc.edu
Sonya Newenhouse sonya@madisonenvironmental.com, (608) 220-8029 cell
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