Kettle Moraine State Forest – Northern Unit

Public Programs

September – December 2015
Sensational Seeds Nature Storytime
September 3, 6 - 7 p.m. (Thursday)

September 4, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. (Friday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

From as tiny as a dust fleck to larger than a softball, seeds come in all shapes and sizes. Unearth how seeds help plants to grow and thrive. This hour of nature fun awaits 3 to 6 year olds with accompanying adults.

Fading Into Darkness Night Hike
September 4, 8 - 9:45 p.m. (Friday)

Mauthe Lake Recreation Area Picnic Shelter (located off County Road GGG south of County Road SS near New Prospect)

As the sun sets and the light fades from the sky, the day animals retire and a new group of animals awakens. Bring your bug spray and sense of adventure as we listen for all those night sounds. This night hike is for families/groups with children at least 5 years old.
Saturday Morning Secret Finders
September 5, 10 - 11 a.m. (Saturday)

Picnic Shelters at Mauthe Lake Recreation Area (located off County Road GGG south of County Road SS near New Prospect) and Long Lake Recreation Area (located off Division Road north of County Road F near Dundee)

Calling all youth to discover secrets of nature by participating in the Wisconsin Explorers program! The program involves completing a required number of engaging nature activities in one of three age appropriate books (ages 3-5, ages 6-8, and ages 9+) to earn a very cool patch. Get help from a naturalist who will work with youth on activities from one of the first four topic areas of the books.

Marvelous Mammals Drop In at the Beach
September 5, 1- 4 p.m. (Saturday)
Long Lake Recreation Area South Beach (located off Division Road north of County Road F near Dundee)

September 6, 12 - 3 p.m. (Sunday)

Mauthe Lake Recreation Area Beach (located off County Road GGG south of County Road SS near New Prospect)

What do humans have in common with bears, bats, mice, and deer? We're all mammals!  Discover what characteristics mammals share and how they're adapted for survival. Everyone is invited to drop in for a few minutes or more than an hour for some nature fun. Adults are encouraged to participate with their children.
Widening of the Universe: Telescope’s Influence 
Summer Saturday Evening Event

Sponsored by Friends of the Kettle Moraine

September 5, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. (Saturday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Today telescopes bring the night sky into focus providing a way to see what’s beyond the Earth. Find out from Jeff Setzer, a member of the Northern Cross Science Foundation, how the invention of the telescope changed the way people viewed their place in the universe and opened a whole new realm of discovery. This program is best for anyone more than 8 years old.

Summer Star Gazing
Summer Saturday Evening Event

Sponsored by Friends of the Kettle Moraine

September 5, 8:45 - 11 p.m. (Saturday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Look through a telescope or binoculars to bring into focus the wonders of the night sky. With the help of the Northern Cross Science Foundation, spy distant planets, dumb-bell nebulas, globular clusters, and so much more. The program will be held only if the skies are clear. This program is best for anyone more than 8 years old. Drop in any time and stay as long as you like.

New Aliens on the Horizon
An Evening with Nature Program
September 10, 7 - 8:30 p.m. (Thursday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)
Garlic mustard, buckthorn, and crown vetch are well established non-native invasive species. Learn what new alien species are lurking on Wisconsin’s horizon and what we can do to keep them at bay.

This program is most appropriate for people over 10 years old.

Sssssnakes! Exploring Nature Program
September 12, 10 - 11:30 a.m. (Saturday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Slithering across the ground with their tongues flicking, snakes arouse our curiosity or sometimes our fears. Uncover many truly astonishing facts about these legless reptiles and the habitats where they live to gain an appreciation of their role in nature. This program is best for families/groups with children between the ages of 6 and 12 years.

Soaring Hawks Nature Storytime
September 17, 6 - 7 p.m. (Thursday)

September 18, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. (Friday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

High above hawks soar through the sky with a keen eye looking down towards the earth. Join us as we explore the high-flying lives of hawks. This hour of nature fun awaits 3 to 6 year olds with accompanying adults.

Let's Go Nutty! Exploring Nature Program
September 19, 10 - 11:30 a.m. (Saturday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Round and smooth, oval and sticky - nuts come in all shapes, sizes and textures. We'll explore the autumn woods for nuts and learn from what trees and shrubs they came. There may be even tasty nut treats to try. This program is best for families/groups with children between the ages of 6 and 12 years.

Tree Art Exploring Nature Program

September 26, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. (Saturday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)
Celebrate the wonders of the forests by creating some tree art. We will be doing leaf printing, nut stamping, leaf rubbings and more. For leaf printing, bring a T-shirt or bandanna or purchase one at the program. This program is best for families/groups with children between the ages of 6 and 12 years.

Night Eyes Nature Storytime
October 1, 6 - 7 p.m. (Thursday)

October 2, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. (Friday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Red, yellow, green, and white eyes: whose eyes do we see at night? Join us as we find out what animals' eyes are open while ours are closed. This hour of nature fun awaits 3 to 6 year olds with accompanying adults.

Climb a Kame Exploring Nature Program
October 3, 10 - 11:30 a.m. (Saturday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee) and Dundee Mountain 

Join us as we climb Dundee Mountain to gain a better understanding of how the glaciers created kames, eskers, moraines, kettles, and outwash plains. The trail is one and half miles long and it does require hiking up and down a steep hill. We will meet at the Ice Age Visitor Center and then car pool the three miles to the Summit Trail on Dundee Mountain. This adventure is for people over 8 years old.

Nuts in Wisconsin
An Evening with Nature Program
October 8, 7 - 9 p.m. (Thursday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)
Beware! The nuts are dropping! With Julie Peltier, DNR Forester, and Jackie Scharfenberg, Forest Naturalist, discover the variety of Wisconsin trees and shrubs that produce edible nuts and where they grow. After the presentation try a variety of nuts and nut-filled treats. This program is most appropriate for people over the age of 10 years old.
Amazing Forest Mammals Exploring Nature Program
October 10, 10 - 11:30 a.m. (Saturday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

What do humans have in common with bears, bats, raccoons, and mice? They're all mammals!  Find out what characteristics mammals share and how they are adapted for survival. This program is best for families/groups with children between the ages of 6 and 12 years.

Dam Builders Nature Storytime
October 15, 6 - 7 p.m. (Thursday)

October 16, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. (Friday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Timber!!  Another tree crashes to the ground. Nature's dam builders, beavers, are hard at work. Learn what "equipment" beavers have to do their jobs so well. This hour of nature fun awaits 3 to 6 year olds with accompanying adults.

Halloween Nature Hikes
October 16 and 17, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. (Friday and Saturday)

Long Lake Recreation Area (located off Division Road north of County Road F near Dundee)

Let’s join the battle to take down the alien invaders including the lethal emerald ash borer, the tenacious garlic mustard, the house sparrow bully, and the slimy earthworm. This is not a scary hike and is best for those over 5 years of age. Groups leave every six minutes. The last hour-long hike leaves at 8:30 pm. Before or after your hike, enjoy playing fun-filled games, making a craft to take home, or snacking by the glow of a campfire. In the event of severe weather, the event will be canceled for that night.

Migration Mysteries Exploring Nature Program
October 24, 10 - 11:30 a.m. (Saturday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Why do animals migrate? Where do they go? How do they find their way? We will find answers to these questions and unravel some other mysteries of migration. This program is best for families/groups with children between the ages of 6 and 12 years.

Myth Busters Exploring Nature Program
October 31, 10 - 11:30 a.m. (Saturday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Do bats fly into your hair? Can owls turn their heads completely around? Are warts caused by toads? Let’s bust these nature myths and more! This program is best for families/groups with children between the ages of 6 and 12 years.

Hop Away Rabbit Nature Storytime
November 5, 6 - 7 p.m. (Thursday)

November 6, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. (Friday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

A fox is coming!  Hop away rabbit, hop away home!  We'll investigate the world of rabbits to figure out how they live in the wild. This hour of nature fun awaits 3 to 6 year olds with accompanying adults.

Gottfried Arboretum’s

Create a Winter Wreath
November 12 (Thursday)

Session 1: 1 - 3:30 p.m. OR Session 2: 6 - 8:30 p.m.
Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee) 

November 18 (Wednesday)
Session 3: 6 - 8:30 p.m.
Lakeside Park Pavilion (located in Fond du Lac)
Using a variety of natural materials, create a beautiful wreath and swag that will enhance your home's winter decor. To register for a session, call (920) 313-0190 by November 9. Space is limited. This program is best for people over 12 years old. Cost: $15.00/person; fee payable to the Gottfried Arboretum.
CSI – Northern Unit Exploring Nature Program
November 14, 10 - 11:30 a.m. (Saturday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Become a nature detective!  By examining scat, bones, and other evidence, we will figure out what animals were involved and determine what happened in a variety of nature “crime scenes.” This program is best for families/groups with children between the ages of 6 and 12 years.

Stocking Up for Winter Nature Storytime
November 19, 6 - 7 p.m. (Thursday)

November 20, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. (Friday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

The days are growing shorter and the temperature is dropping. Come learn how some animals stock up to get through the hardships of winter. This hour of nature fun awaits 3 to 6 year olds with accompanying adults.

Birds at My Feeder Nature Storytime
December 3, 6 - 7 p.m. (Thursday)

December 4, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. (Friday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Even on the coldest days of winter, a bird feeder can be a flurry of activity. Discover what birds may visit your feeder and what they like to eat. This hour of nature fun awaits 3 to 6 year olds with accompanying adults.

Star-beings and Stones: Origins and Legends

An Evening with Nature Program
December 10, 7-8:30 p.m. (Thursday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)
Native American myths, legends, and oral traditions are rich with stories of giant beings existing in ancient times. These old stories may have real world counterparts including two human-like petroform effigies found in southeastern Wisconsin dating back 3500-6000 years ago. Join Herman Bender, independent researcher from America Septon History Company, as he explains how these petroforms connected to ‘The People’ through ceremony and acts of cosmic renewal. This program is most appropriate for people over 10 years old.
Nature Crafts Exploring Nature Program
December 12, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. (Saturday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Let your creativity flow!  Using supplies found in nature, we will create a variety of crafts including flower magnets, nature candles, and evergreen wrapping paper. To ensure plenty of supplies, call (920) 533-8322 by December 10. This program is best for families/groups with children between the ages of 6 and 12 years.

Look!  Look Again! Nature Storytime
December 17, 6 - 7 p.m. (Thursday)

December 18, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. (Friday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Sometimes it takes a double look to see an animal standing right in front of us. Uncover how creatures of all kinds use camouflage to survive. This hour of nature fun awaits 3 to 6 year olds with accompanying adults.

Winter Solstice Night Hike
December 18, 7 - 8:30 p.m. (Friday)

Zillmer Trail Shelter (located off County Road SS between County Road G and Hwy 67 near New Prospect)

Gather around the fire as we share traditions of the longest night of the year. We will then travel through the dark woods to find out what animals are awake and braving the cold of a winter night. This program is best for families with children over 6 years old.
Seasons Go Round Nature Storytime

January 1 (Friday) - No Program

January 7, 6 - 7 p.m. (Thursday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Winter, spring, summer, fall... Every year the seasons go round and round. Learn about why we have four seasons in Wisconsin. This hour of nature fun awaits 3 to 6 year olds with accompanying adults.

Get Outdoors! Learn to Snowshoe

January 9, 10 - 11:45 a.m. (Saturday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Learn how easy it is to snowshoe and then get outside to enjoy the wonders of our beautiful snow-covered forest. Snowshoes provided for those who do not have any. To register, call (920) 533-8322 by January 7. This program is best for people older than 8 years.
TBD

An Evening with Nature Program

January 14, 7 - 8:30 p.m. (Thursday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)
This program is most appropriate for people over the age of 10 years old.
Whooo's Awake? Owls! Nature Storytime
January 15, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. (Friday)
January 21, 6 - 7 p.m. (Thursday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Listen! Whoo, whoo, who, who, who! The owls are awake while we sleep. Come discover some remarkable facts about these nighttime hunters. This hour of nature fun awaits 3 to 6 year olds with accompanying adults.

Get Outdoors! Learn to Ice Fish
January 16, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m. (Saturday)

Mauthe Lake Recreation Area Picnic Shelter (located off County Road GGG south of County Road SS near New Prospect)

Learn the tricks of winter fishing with some experienced ice anglers. We will start inside the Mauthe Lake picnic shelter for a presentation on safety tips and appropriate gear and tackle. Then it's off to Mauthe Lake to try our best at luring those fish out of the water. Equipment, tackle, and bait will be provided. This program is best for people over 6 years old. To register, call (920) 533-8322 by January 14. Special surprises await all who pre-register. 

Wake Up Groundhog! Nature Storytime
February 4, 6 - 7 p.m. (Thursday)

February 5, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. (Friday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Groundhog Day is February 2nd! Learn if groundhogs can really predict the coming of spring and other tidbits about their lives. This hour of nature fun awaits 3 to 6 year olds with accompanying adults.

Candlelight Ski/Hike
February 6, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. (Saturday)

Zillmer Trail Area (located off County Road SS between County Road G and Hwy 67 near New Prospect)

Cross-country ski or hike in the Kettle Moraine State Forest-Northern Unit by candlelight. At the bonfire join fellow hikers and skiers for hot drinks and snacks provided by the Friends of the Kettle Moraine. The trail is perfect for novice skiers with no steep hills or sharp turns. The Zillmer shelter building will be open, lit and heated.
Nature Friendly Farming
An Evening with Nature Program

February 11, 7 - 8:30 p.m. (Thursday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)
Farming often makes the news when something goes wrong like a manure spill or contaminated wells. But, there are many farmers who embrace techniques and technology that work with nature making them much more sustainable. Tina Kohlman, Dairy and Livestock Agent from UW-Extension Fond du Lac County, as she shares just what these farmers are doing to have a positive impact on the environment on their farms and surrounding areas. This program is most appropriate for people over the age of 10 years old.
Whooo Goes There?  Owls Exploring Nature Program
February 13, 10 - 11:30 a.m. (Saturday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)
On silent wings owls fly through the night! Join us as we investigate how owls are adapted to be such terrific nighttime hunters. This program is best for families/groups with children between the ages of 6 and 12 years.

Whose Tracks are These? Nature Storytime
February 18, 6 - 7 p.m. (Thursday)

February 19 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. (Friday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Join us as we explore the woods and fields for animal tracks. We'll even discover a few tricks to determine whose tracks they are. This hour of nature fun awaits 3 to 6 year olds with accompanying adults.

Loud-mouth Jays Nature Storytime
March 3, 6 - 7 p.m. (Thursday)

March 4, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. (Friday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Screech!  Chatter, chatter!  The blue jays announce their presence to the world. Join us as we try to decipher what the jays are trying to say. This hour of nature fun awaits 3 to 6 year olds with accompanying adults.

Earthquakes in Wisconsin - The Dog That Didn't Bark 

An Evening with Nature Program
March 10, 7 - 8:30 p.m. (Thursday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)
Presenter: 
Wisconsin has had roughly 18 recorded earthquakes in the last 120 years, with none measuring greater than a magnitude of 4. Illinois and Missouri have experienced more and many with greater magnitudes. What makes Wisconsin so different? Join David Hart, Hydrogeologist with Dept. of Environmental Sciences at UW-Madison, as he examines several responses to that question. This program is most appropriate for people over the age of 10 years old.
The Joy of Nature Journaling Exploring Nature Program
March 12, 10 - 11:30 a.m. (Saturday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)
A nature journal is a great way to remember your outdoor experiences. Discover some tips on keeping a journal and ways to get started. Afterward, turn your creative energies loose as you make very own hand-bound journal. To register, call (920) 533-8322 by March 10. This program is best for people over the age of 8 years old.

Rat-a-tat-tat, Who's There? Woodpeckers Nature Storytime
March 17, 6 - 7 p.m. (Thursday)

March 18, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. (Friday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Why do woodpeckers peck trees?  What are they looking for?  We'll find out the answers to these questions and a lot more about woodpeckers. This hour of nature fun awaits 3 to 6 year olds with accompanying adults.

April Showers Nature Storytime
April 1, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. (Friday)
April 7, 6 - 7 p.m. (Thursday)
Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Drip, drop, pitter-pat. April showers fall to the ground. We'll discover just how these rains help awaken the spring flowers. This hour of nature fun awaits 3 to 6 year olds with accompanying adults.

Upscaled Art Exploring Nature Program
April 9, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. (Saturday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

Don't throw that away! It can be turned into a work of art! Come create inner tube rubber stamps, paper bead necklaces, juice can lid wind chimes and other unique projects. To register, call (920) 533-8322 by April 8. This program is best for families/groups with children between the ages of 6 and 12 years.

Journey Around the World

An Evening with Nature Program
April 14, 7 - 8:30 p.m. (Thursday)

Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)
Connie Ramthun and Bill Volkert took seven and half months to travel around the world. Join them as they share the highlights and wonders from their amazing once in a lifetime journey. This program is most appropriate for people over the age of 10 years old.
Shhhh! Listen Nature Storytime
April 15, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. (Friday)
April 21, 6 - 7 p.m. (Thursday)
Ice Age Visitor Center (located off Hwy 67 half mile west of Dundee)

It's amazing what we can discover when we are quiet and listen. Join us for a listening walk through the fields and forest. This hour of nature fun awaits 3 to 6 year olds with accompanying adults.

Spring Symphony Night Hike
April 22, 7:30 - 9 p.m. (Friday)

Zillmer Trail Area (located off County Road SS between County Road G and Hwy 67 near New Prospect)

Nature awakens from its long winter slumber with a symphony of sound. Journey through the darkening spring woods to discover who are the members of the spring choir. This hike is most appropriate for adults and children over the age of 6 years.

Earth Week Litter Pick Up

Sponsored by the Friends of the Kettle Moraine
April 23, 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. (Saturday)

Kettle Moraine Scenic Drive

(Meet at the Forest Headquarters off County Road G south of County Road SS near New Prospect)

Help give the Kettle Moraine Scenic Drive a spring cleaning. Join others for a morning of camaraderie and litter pick up. Youth and other groups are encouraged to participate. Bring your own gloves. Garbage bags will be provided. Meet at the Forest Headquarters off County Road G to get your road assignment and after cleaning up for snacks and refreshments. To register groups, call (262) 626-2116. 
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